
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AESOP's Mission :  
With over 150 members, AESOP is the only representation body which brings together the Planning Schools of Europe. 
Given this unique position, AESOP will strengthen its profile as a professional body. AESOP will mobilize its resources 
taking a leading role and entering its expertise into ongoing debates and initiatives regarding planning education and 

planning qualification of future professionals. AESOP will promote its agenda with politicians and all other key 
stakeholders in place development and management across Europe. 

Membership categories : 
 
�  Full members:  Schools or similar units within an institution of higher education, with permanent staff of planning-

educators; full planning courses on Bachelor and/or Master degree level; planning research as well as links with 
other planning schools. Degrees delivered by full members meet AESOP core requirements for quality in Planning 
education. Full members hold voting rights and hence, through their representatives, co-determine AESOP policies 
and procedures. 
Fee : € 600 per year / € 300 for countries with low GNP according to the World Bank criteria. 

�  Associate members : Schools within Europe where teaching of planning is provided as a specialism or major within 
a subject (e.g. social sciences, geography, architecture...) and Planning Schools from other regions of the world. 
Associate members do not hold voting rights but are associated to AESOP activities and benefit from AESOP 
services. 
Fee : € 300 per year / € 150 for countries with low GNP according to the World Bank criteria. 

�  Affiliate members: Firms, organisations or agencies directly concerned with planning are appreciated as affiliate 
member. Affiliate members do not hold voting rights but are associated to AESOP activities and benefit from AESOP 
services. 
Fee : € 300 per year / € 150 for countries with low GNP according to the World Bank criteria. 

�  Individual members : Individuals interested in planning and planning education. Individual members do not hold 
voting rights but are associated to AESOP activities and benefit from AESOP services. 
Fee : € 150 per year / € 75 for countries with low GNP according to the World Bank criteria. 

AESOP activities : 

 
�  AESOP Annual congress : 

-  Yearly congress attended by circa 600 participants. 2008 AESOP/ACSP joint congress in Chicago expects 1100 ! 
-  Last congresses : Mexico (2006, World Planning Schools Congress), Naples (2007). 
-  Next conferences : Chicago (2008, organised jointly with ACSP), Liverpool (2009). 
-  AESOP congresses are open to all but AESOP members benefit of reduced congress fees. 

 
�  AESOP Meetings of the Heads of Schools : 

-  Yearly forum dedicated to address main issues and challenges in Planning Education. 
-  Last meetings: 

- 2006 Bratislava (Slovakia) : The Bologna reform : what does it mean for Planning Schools? 
- 2007 Leuven (Belgium): Towards professional recognition for planners in Europe 
- 2008 	ód �  (Poland): Facing quality assessment and accreditation in Planning Education 

-  AESOP member schools or invited guests only. 

 
�  AESOP PhD workshops  : 

-  30-40 PhD students from AESOP member schools only. 
-  Guided by high level academic mentors, they share research ideas, findings, concerns, in an informal atmosphere. 
-  Last workshops : Bristol, United Kingdom (2006) Paestum, Italy (2007). 
-  Next workshops : Jotunheimen National Park, Norway (2008), Liverpool (2009). 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
�  AESOP Research thematic groups  : 

-  8 research thematic groups : Planning and complexity, Planning law and property rights, Urban design in planning, 
Research ethics in planning, New technologies in planning, Transnational and cross-border planning, Transport 
planning and policy, Franco-British planning study group. 

-  Establish new thematic groups with the support of AESOP. 

 
�  AESOP Prizes  : 

-  Best Paper Awards :    2007 to Tore Sager  for "The Logic of Critical Communicative Planning: Transaction Cost 
Alteration" in Planning Theory.   2006 to Kate Shaw  for "The Place of Alternative Culture and the Politics of its 
Protection in Berlin, Amsterdam and Melbourne".in Planning Theory and Practice. 2006 distinction of honor to 
John Friedmann  for his essay "Globalization and the emerging culture of planning"  in Progress in Planning. 

-  Excellence in Teaching Prize :    2007 to the Faculty of Urban and Regional Planning, IUAV, University of 
Venice , Italy, for the postgraduate module "A participative process of Urban Regeneration. Building an integrated 
programme aimed at improving the quality of urban and social life in a consolidated periphery of Venice".   2006 to 
the Department of Spatial Development and Planning, Technische Universität Dresden, Germany for the 
postgraduate module Sustainable Development in the Urban Region in Germany and the US: Dresden and 
Columbus as Examples (with the Planning School at Ohio State University , Columbus, United States). 

-  Best Congress Paper award :    2007 to Gérard Hutter , Leibniz Institute for Ecological and Regional Development 
in Dresden, for "Strategic Planning for Long-Term Flood Risk Management" presented in Naples. 

 
�  AESOP Publications : 

-  AESOP Yearbook :  information on AESOP activities, prizes, schools directory (free of charge for our members). 
-  Planning Education :  contemporary issues for Planning education (yearly, free of charge for our members). 
-  European Planning Studies  is published by Routledge and edited in cooperation with AESOP. 

 
�  AESOP communication means : 

-  AESOP Website  : receives circa 150 visits per day. A new version of the website, more interactive and with 
comprehensive services, is under construction. 

-  AESOP mailing lists  : « Schools » addressing the heads of the 152 member schools ; « Individuals » addressing 
over 2000 planning academics in Europe and in the world. 

-  Communicating by our means is free of charge for AES OP member schools. We spread information on : New 
books, Conferences, Calls for papers (journals), New education programs, Jobs in higher education and research in 
the field of Planning. Cost for non members : € 300 per information . 

 
�  AESOP Young Academics : 

-  A creative and open-minded network of young researchers, academics and students from all over the world, 
developing and disseminating their ideas and research results, supported by AESOP. 

-  More on the website www.aesop-youngacademics.net  
 

More information ? 
 
�  Check our website : www.aesop-planning.com 

�  Contact our Secretary General : Anna Geppert, e-mail : Aesop.secretariat@free.fr 
 
 
 


